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Christmas 2020 Newsletter

Chairman’s message
Dear Fellow Twinners
So, we have made it to the end of 2020 - where did that go! We have come out of lockdown, to go back in and out again in a
new tier. Who would have thought that such terminology would have become part of our day to day lives this time last year?
As we move into 2021, let us hope that we can meet up again and enjoy each other’s company as soon as it is safe to do so. The
Committee have still been discussing events that we would like to run either in person or virtually and any ideas would be
welcome.
Alex and Janice are stepping down from the committee and I would like to thank them for all their hard work and efforts, in
Alex’s case over many years, but be reassured that Alex and Margaret will still be co-ordinating the coffee mornings as soon as
they can resume.
Otherwise, I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas. Please do use our Christmas Card post box, and I look forward to
a happy New Year

Nick

Red Post box for Members Christmas Cards
In the absence of Library Coffee Mornings, we are sadly unable to provide the red Post box for
members cards this year, so the Following “Drop off” and “Delivery service” for members cards will
instead be available along the lines of the Foodbank one in the Summer.
* Cards can be dropped off at the locations listed below.
* They must be received by Friday December 11th at the latest.
* Members cards will then be collected and taken to Kens who will act as the Sorting Office.
* Once sorted and addressed a group of us will arrange delivery.
Drop off Locations are: * Julie Fleming 9 College Close RH19 3YA
* Ros Furley 19 Mason Close RH19 3RR
* B&J Gillbard 7 Meadowcroft Close RH19 1NA * Nick Hodges Wellbourne Lingfield Rd RH19 2EP
* Ken Averill Millfield Park Cottage West Hoathly Rd RH19 4TR
Cards can be put through the door or in the case of Meadowcroft Close, in a box in the porch.
Please ensure names on envelopes are clear and addressed if you know the address.
If any member is unable to get their cards to these locations, please contact either Ken (315375) or
Sue (715154) who will arrange collection.
Please contact Sue if you have any queries. Jim is now living in Ashford in Kent and Sue can provide
his address for Royal Mail posting.

Merry Christmas, Stay Safe and have a Lovely Time

East Grinstead High Street with Christmas tree and Lights
The Tree in the High Street is donated every year by Mid Sussex Timber

Millennium Garden Work
Margaret & Alex. Just to give you an update on the Millennium Garden. The Hornbeam Hedge has been well and truly cut back in the
large garden and in the small garden the bush in the corner has had a haircut and the Rosemary taken out as it had gone all woody. Our thanks
to the strong hand of Andy Mason and Bernadette who helped us at that time. Sue and Pete have weeded and cut back the Wisteria. So next
spring we can plant some new Flowers. If anyone has any ideas for carefree plants suggestions would be welcome. Hoping you are all keeping
well and with a " bit of luck "Coffee Mornings will return next year and we can see each other again'.

Sue & Pete.

Nice to see Pete up and about
again in “The Millennium
Garden”
I have bought a rose to plant in
Sheila
Averil’s
memory.
It is called "Sheila's Perfume".
The garden is looking very tidy
now thanks to Margaret and
Alex and Andy Mason &
Bernadette.

Twin Towns Christmas
Schwaz: The opening of the Schwaz ice rink is planned for the middle of next week. (Status: 07.12.2020)
A total of 3,489 people were tested for the
coronavirus in the test stations of the city
of Schwaz in the SZentrum and in the
Federal School East in the last three days.
"We had a total of 10 test lines in
operation every day at the two locations,"
says Mayor Hans Lintner. in summary,
Lintner states that far more citizens could
have been tested. “We were prepared for
a large number of tests.

Mindelheim: To ensure a Christmas atmosphere in these extraordinary
times, churches, and cultural organisations in Mindelheim have organised a
crib trail in the town centre. Both shops and residents have been encouraged
to display cribs in their windows. Furthermore, the tourist office has published
a leaflet giving details of the 43 cribs showcased.
The art of carving cribs and their accessories has always played an important
role in South Germany. Cribs also have a special place in family traditions and
many a hand carved figurine has been handed down and treasured through
generations.
This all ties in well with the town’s crib museum which boasts ‘the oldest Christ
child in the world’, an exhibit dating back to 1300.
Vicky Jackson

Mindelheim Town Centre.

Verbania
Christmas traditions in Italy/Verbania (info supplied by Cristiana Bonfanti)
Buon Natale!
Verbania doesn’t really have its own traditions as it was set up in 1939 uniting the 2 small towns of Pallanza and Intra. It was
ruled over by Milan for a long period, and the local dialect and traditions are similar to those of Milan. The typical Christmas
cake is Panettone, which originated in Milan. There are also il torrone (nougat and nuts) and pandoro (a sweet sponge the same
shape as Panettone) as well as dried fruits.
The important Christmas meal in central Italy and the south is on Christmas Eve, eaten at night after Midnight Mass. It consists
of fish and no meat, sometimes 7 courses of seafood. In the north it is on Christmas Day. In Verbania agnolotti (a sort of ravioli)
with meat and sauce is often cooked.
There is a large Christmas tree on the main square and lights are all around the town. There are no markets in this area, but
there are places where the children can meet Babbo Natale (Father Christmas) and give him their letters.
The Nativity Crib Scene, however, is more important than the Christmas tree in Italy. In some towns the Christmas period is
started off by the zampognari, shepherds who come down from the mountains and play Christmas music on their bagpipes.

Bourg de Peage (Info supplied by Florence Gonguet-Rey)
How do we celebrate Christmas in France?
One of the traditions is to leave our shoes under the Christmas tree. We usually polish them (but I don't
know if families still polish their shoes!). In the morning they are filled up with clementines and chocolates.
That is a way to know where Santa Claus has to leave the presents. We leave some biscuits and a drink for
Santa Claus and some carrots for the reindeers. Sometimes families open the presents at midnight but we
usually open them in the morning.
We have a big meal, either on the 24th in the evening (called 'le réveillon de Noël') or on the 25th for lunch
or both. We eat loads of different courses, the most traditional one being 'la dinde aux marrons' stuffed
turkey served with chestnuts and green beans. But some people don't eat turkey, they prefer goose or
capon. We also have foie gras, fish, oysters, smoked salmon, seafood, snails, .... We drink good wines and
champagne or Clairette de Die! At the end we eat 'la bûche de Noël' the traditional desert in the shape of a
log. It can be made at home or purchased or even made with ice cream. If you type 'buche de noel ' on
your google bar, you will find plenty of photos.
We decorate the houses with a fir tree, and we decorate a creche. In our area there are some big creches
and people spend hours and even days preparing them. On google you can find photos or even videos of
creches des Balmes, close to Romans, creche de Léoncel, in the Vercors mountains, for examples.
Papillotes which are chocolates wrapped in paper
and inside there is a little joke or quotation.

Creche de Léoncel
There are some big creches

FINALLY:
The Club is looking for a new Membership Secretary, Alex is stepping down at the AGM in April 2021 after his long
years’ service. Please contact our Chairman, Nick Hodges, or any member of the committee. EGTA Needs You.

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, Stay Safe and have a Lovely Time.

