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 Chairman’s Autumn message   
Dear Fellow Twinners  
I’m not sure where the year has gone, but once again as we head towards Christmas, we 
can reflect in what has been a positive year for Town Twinning.  Since our Summer 
Newsletter we have had a fabulous fundraising Oktoberfest evening, and it was so good to 
meet up with many old friends, and meet new ones, which shows us how important 
twinning is to our European colleagues and to us too.  Huge thanks to the Sauerkraut 

Oompah band for keeping us so entertained, and to Father Adam and Steve Pond for the use of St Marys Church 
Hall.  It was such a good fundraiser for us, and hopefully the start of many as we run up to the Youth In Europe Event 
here in 2027. 

We have our AGM on Tuesday 2nd December at the Main Hall, East Court, so we look forward to seeing as many of 
you as there is possible.  Please come along and let us have your views so we can continue to plan for the 
future.  This is your association, and we need your input and ideas to build on our success, particularly with 
the Youth in Europe event coming to East Grinstead in 2027, which we need as much help with as we can 
to make it into the success that it deserves.  Let’s make something that will go down in Twinning, if not 
East Grinstead, history. Once again, and in the meantime, please take care, and stay safe. 

 Following Ed’s approach to the Austrian Embassy with a request for possible 
help with the “Youth In Europe” event, I was honoured to receive an 
invitation to and evening at the Ambassador’s residence to celebrate Austrian 
National Day, at the end of October.  I was greeted by the Ambassador and 

his wife on arrival, who was surprised that he did not know of how active our Twinning link with Schwaz was.  He 
seemed very enthusiastic in the short time we spoke.  We will be in touch!    The residence in Belgrave Square was 
spectacular and was packed.  I gave a nod to the German and Spanish Embassies, in respect to Mindelheim and San 
Feliu as I passed them on my way back to Victoria. 

          

No Ferrero Rocher, but the beer was good! 

Nick 
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Vacancy for a New Treasurer 

Due to Jennifer Barnes standing down after many years of diligent commitment, 
the Association needs a new Treasurer. Please can you forward this to anyone or 
any company you feel would suit the role and become part of our East Grinstead 
Town Twinning Family. 

 Treasurer – Requirements: 

1. Looking after the Association’s finances 
2. Collecting subscriptions and all money due to the Association 
3. Paying the bills and recording the information 
4. Keeping up-to-date records of all the financial transactions 
5. Ensuring that all funds are spent properly 
6. Issuing receipts for all money received and recording this information 
7. Reporting regularly to the Committee on the Association’s financial status 

 

PERMANENT EVENTS 

Coffee Morning at 
 The Chequer Mead every second 

Saturday of the month. 
from 10.00am to 12.00 noon. 

 

Please let us know your news and any special events that you think we could support, 
or our members would be interested in. 

 
MEMBERS NEWS 

 
Mary Pearman  

Happy 90th Birthday 
Thank You. 
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Bavarian Oktoberfest 2025 Evening  
with the "Sauerkraut Oompah Band” from East Grinstead. 

What a convivial evening was enjoyed by all attending the Oktoberfest with some party goers 
dressed in dirndls, lederhosen and sporting cheeky Tyrolean hats.  The hall and table 
settings reflected a Bavarian theme whilst the ‘Sauerkraut Oompah Band’ entertained 
brilliantly the entire evening playing traditional drinking songs and featuring a Schuhplattler 
dance, so well performed by two band members.  Frank soon had us ‘schunkeling’ in our seats 
and led the cheerful toast ‘Ein Prosit der Gemütlichkeit’, followed by a communal refrain.  
Next came fun activities with a German themed quiz, ‘pass the pretzel’ and a raffle. 

Bratwurst, Kartoffelsalat, crisp fresh salads, veggie options and Black Forest gateau – 
(Schwarzwälder Kirschtorte) were all expertly prepared and served by willing committee 
members.  Meanwhile barman Rex kept us all well-watered and towards the end we rose to 
our feet and took to the floor!  It certainly was a night to remember. 
‘Ein Hoch auf die Gemütlichkeit’ 

by Vicky Jackson 
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Monika and I had a great time, and the food was excellent. The catering couple (Julie and 
David) were brilliant. As always, Frank’s Oompah band exceeded all expectations with their 
brilliant adaptations of music with an “Oompah” feel.  I think a great time was had by all. 
Chris & Monika 

NEWS FROM OUR TWIN TOWNS 

Verbania   

Hello, 
Special offer for friends from Verbania’s twin cities 
 
Lately, I’ve been working with a cultural association called The Italian School, which promotes the Italian 
language and culture.  
Next spring, we’d love to offer our friends in Verbania’s twin cities the chance to take part in a special expe-
riential tourism program — combining the study of Italian with real-life experiences in our beautiful region. 
The idea is to spend some time in Verbania, on Lake Maggiore, enjoying a stay that blends Italian lessons 
(basic, practical, and communicative) with local culture and lifestyle experiences — guided tours, cooking, 
art, nature — and plenty of opportunities to meet and connect with local people. 
For example, we’d like to offer short, lively lessons inspired by everyday life: 

• “Italian at the market” → learning the names of local products and 
chatting with vendors. 

• “Italian coffee culture” → exploring the language and rituals of the bar. 
• “Cooking Italian-style” → hands-on sessions with an Italian chef or 

pastry chef. 
• “Stories and curiosities of Lake Maggiore” → informal talks about 

local life and traditions. 
If this sounds like something you or your friends might enjoy, please feel free to get in touch with The Ital-
ian School by e-mail at theitalianschool@chiostrovb.it or by phone at +39 338 2913869. 
And of course, if you contact me directly, I’ll make sure all citizens from Verbania’s twin cities receive spe-
cial rates for both accommodation and the course. 
With warm regards, 

Cristiana 
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Mindelheim   
 Hello, I'm Frank, the initiator of 
Art_in_the_box.de in the East Grinstead 
telephone booth in front of Mindelheim Town 
Hall. The exhibition of paintings by children 
from the twin towns has ended in the 
telephone booth. The artworks of these young 
artists will now be on display in Mindelheim 
Town Hall until the end of the year. There, 
over 100 artworks by children from the twin 
towns can be seen.  
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/828939263412136/user/100076214551569/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV4j2H1cFNf8kaKbKiLLbbJ8YTPK_mV0uBZfXVGlBMgusiU0S7L1dMJZl0iF0vYPiKBFMnGMXlZpo7rD9VTNy7vC7HrC2dM4XG2wUIOrG0eVNWLvR1eJRLTlgebw3ZDW-GXSA2lEmvZx6Zk5gcX3rEi_cAxTFbKz1rt57RCt92CV27gpHHWueK649jGJZvSdFGu4lAY2_3ndTqZWs6TiMgu&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Twinning visit to Blackwell School 
 
Near the end of October three of us were invited to Blackwell Primary School to talk to a school 
assembly about town twinning in general and about “Art In The Box” in particular. 

 
We told the assembly about town twinning: how we are one of five twin 
towns who regularly communicate with and visit one another.  
Twinning, as we made clear, is about friendship between different countries, 
and we talked about the annual twinning youth event which will be hosted by 
East Grinstead in 2027. 
 
“Art In The Box”, as we explained, is an exhibition of children’s artwork, dis-

played in a traditional red British telephone box in Maximilianstraße in our German twin town, Min-
delheim. 
 
Much artwork by children at Blackwell is featured in the exhibition, and we were happy to congrat-
ulate the children on their work. 
 
By way of conclusion, we asked the children to share what they had heard from us with family and 
friends, and we hope the word about twinning and about “Art In The Box” will be spread. 

 

We're due to host the Youth Event in 2027. 
Verbania in 2025. Let’s get ready to host this event in 2027. Highlight it in your diaries. 
We also need to raise funds for our youth event in 2027, any ideas, please let us know. 

Thank you in anticipation. 

Our AGM on 2nd December 2025 at the Main Hall, East Court, so we 
look forward to seeing as many of you there as is possible. 
 
As you will see in this newsletter, we do need to continue to raise funds to enable us to 
host the Youth event in 2027.  We need as much help with this as possible, by attending 
and coming up with ideas for future events, joining the 100-Club, or even putting us in 
touch with potential sponsors.  Every little helps and don't forget, without you, we are 
not an Association. 

EGTTA Committee 2024/2025 
 

Chair... Nick Hodges 
Vice Chair…Julie Fleming. 

Secretary… Ed Drury 
Hon. Treasurer… Jennifer Barnes 

Membership Secretary… Chris Young 
Members: 

Vicky Jackson, Frank Osborne, Julie Mockford, Gill Matson, Anna Morris, 
Monika Mann and Mary Pearman. 

****************************************************************** 
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