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Chairman’s message
Dear Fellow Twinners
At the time of our last Newsletter, we were looking forward to the New Year. Now we are into
Spring and the sun is shining and we have been able to restart coffee mornings. It was so good to
be able to go to the library last Saturday, although still upstairs for the time being. We were able
to sample Margaret’s sausage rolls and scones, and Chris’ cake, and have a chat with other Twinners. Hopefully
many more of you will be able to join us soon, and we can look to organise more events, and to hear what you would
like us to try to put on. We have not been able to do all we wanted to over the last two years since Covid has
imposed restrictions, but hopefully the Newsletters that you have been receiving and the meet ups that we have
arranged have given some pleasure.
This is your association, and we need your input and enthusiasm to get back to where we were. I therefore hope
that as many of you as possible will be renewing your memberships.
As you will see later in this newsletter, we are jointly hosting the Beacon Lighting on 2nd June at King George’s field
and we will be running our chocolate tombola at the May Fair, so if any of you are able to come along, it would be
great to see you.
We are still looking for a secretary, so if anyone wants to join our happy, but stretched team, please let us know
Looking forward to seeing you soon.

Nick

Secretary’s Message.
We are still needing a secretary, so please consider doing this and being part
of the running of the EGTTA. The position is an interesting one and requires
you to take the minutes of meetings and write them up. It will involve you in
communicating and liaising with our twin towns. You will find it very
interesting, especially if you want to become more involved in the association.

East Grinstead & District Lions’ May Fair
Monday 2nd May 10am-4pm
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Coffee Mornings at The Library START: Saturday 26th March 2022.

We are open for COFFEE MORNINGS AT THE LIBRARY EVERY SATURDAY
The Twinning committee would like to let you know that we are starting coffee mornings at
the library, East Grinstead
Saturday (March 26th) from 10.00am to 12.30pm.
We look forward to seeing you there and catching up with all your news.
Please note, the library is still maintaining social distancing in their buildings, ensuring spaces are
well ventilated and cleaned.
We also encourage people attending to:
Wear face masks
use the hand sanitiser provided
check in using NHS Test & Trace
make sure that windows are kept open in occupied rooms
be considerate of other library users and library staff.

MEMBERSHIP: This is a gentle reminder for members to renew their
membership if they haven’t already done so.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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Millennium Garden Update
The Millennium Garden has had a spruce up over the last couple of weeks, by Margaret and
Alex Dale. Flowers have been planted, blue and yellow Primulas to support the people of
Ukraine by Margaret and Janis Averill, and Alex has painted the lovely metal structure in the
centre of the garden, Mini Yellow sunflower seeds have been planted in Margaret's greenhouse which when grown will be planted in the Millennium Garden as this is the National
Flower of Ukraine.

Alex
QUIZ (ANSWERS ON LAST PAGE)
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NEWS FROM OUR TWIN TOWNS

Totally unexpectedly we have had to say goodbye to our
Dear Friend
HANNELORE LUTZENBERGER nee Mayr
2.8.1941 to 3.1.2022
Mindelheim 12 January 2022
We miss you so much:
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The month of March will bring an expected novelty for the readers of Verbania and beyond:
The city organises the first edition of the yellow book festival entitled
È STATO IL MAGGIORDOMO. From Friday 25 to Sunday 27 March.
Management of refugees from Ukraine: the first indications
After the meeting this morning in the Prefecture, to arrange the aid related to
the emergency in Ukraine, it emerged that the three Consortia of Social Services
of the territory will coordinate, in conjunction with the Municipalities, the work
of help for the refugees who will arrive on our territory.
Publication date:
Friday, 04 March 2022
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The toll"
The town owes its name to the presence of the bridge over the Isère, established in the Middle Ages by the
abbey of Saint-Barnard de Romans, and whose oldest mention dates to 1033. The canons then perceived
a feudal right, under the name of toll, pontoonage or leyden on all the people, goods and cattle which
borrowed it, against the guarantee of its maintenance. Several documents have reached us which give an
account of the tariffs and the methods of taxation.
The old bridge
From the Middle Ages, the stone bridge was punctuated by three constructions: to the south rose
a tower pierced by a door, near which stood the pontonnier's house; to the north, a chapel (Notre-Damedu-Pont) and a small hospital faced each other on either side of the apron. The bridge was repeatedly
damaged by the violent floods of the Isère that the chronicle tells us. The tower, which proudly displayed
the arms of the town of Romans and then Dauphine, disappeared in the 17th century.
On several occasions, collapsed arches were replaced by a wooden deck. In the 18th century the
reconstruction of the work was undertaken, completed in the following century by its enlargement. But the
bridge had to endure further injuries because three times (in 1814, 1940 and 1944) its second arch was
destroyed. Peace returned; he still retains the scar.
Hats off to you, Mr. Mossant!
If Romans has acquired a fine reputation with luxury shoes, Bourg de Péage owes its own to felt
headgear. Succeeding a solid tradition of hosiery under the Ancient Regime, felt headgear was introduced
around 1810 by workers from Cognin, in Isère. In 1811, three workshops are reported, and half a century
later, this activity occupies more than 400 workers divided into 16 workshops.
Felt is obtained from rabbit hair, which is the subject of many operations, carried out by workers in painful
conditions of humidity, such as blowing or treading. In the surrounding countryside, there were many rabbit
shavers, and their activity sometimes continued in the name of localities. But the installation of the railway
line at Romans in 1864 put an end to the local origin of the raw material, since Australian rabbit hair was
then preferred.
In 1883 an unprecedented millinery crisis occurred, due to the protectionist attitude of certain countries
where production was sold. Once the difficulties were overcome, the activity increased further until 1929
when it reached its peak. At that time, the Mossant company, which had been the pioneer of the toll hat
industry, employed more than 1,200 workers, and many other workshops produced quality headgear
alongside it. But from that date, the fashion for "bare heads" caused a rapid decline in millinery, some
workshops of which continued to operate until 1985.
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LENT CUISINE - COD & DRIED COD
Cod & Dried Cod Campaign from March 2nd to April 14th, 2022
Once again, we have the cod and the dried cod (peixopalo, as we call it)!
When Lent comes, cod arrives to our tables. It was an important food during centuries and continues
to be at present.
By Sant Feliu de Guíxols harbour, peixopalo (dried cod) was introduced to our zone. This fish was
highly valued by sailors and workers of the cork industry during the 19th century. It was immediately
added to our diet. As no other product, it combined the gastronomy of the sea and the land.
These products are recovered and reinterpreted in our kitchens. They come back to our tables with
the taste of a lifelong dish that awakens our senses.
***********************************

Concert of the citizen band of Mindelheim, partner city in Germany. The concert will
be held on the market square in Tramin on 21-05-2022 at 20:00 hours.
More Information:
Tourist Office Termeno – Tramin/Raiffeisen
Via Mindelheim 10
39040 Termeno – Tramin on the South Tyrolean Wine Road
Tel. +39 0471 860131
WhatsApp: +39 348 7948080
E-Mail: info@tramin.com
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Quiz Answers

1. Knee 4. All the President’s Men. 7. Simon Amstell
2. Lago 5. 3
8. Call of Duty
3.Tin 6. Olivia
9. Tennessee 10. Nine-inch Nails

Finally, please let us know your news and any special events that
you think we could support
or our members would be interested in.
Next Newsletter June 2022
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