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IT’S ALL OVER!!      Our friends have all gone safely home and we have had so many 

e.mails and correspondence of thanks for a very enjoyable weekend.  Consider it job 

well done, by everyone. 

 

As you know we started planning the weekend a year ago but so much had to be left 

to the last minute as we did not get names until very recently  (Thanks to Anna for 

co-ordinating the hosts, and to the hosts for offering  for being welcoming and 

so well organised).    It was even worse for organising the transport as all five 

groups were coming to different airports and times of arrivals and departures were 

notified again mostly at short notice (Thanks go to Alex for his detailed 

organisation of hiring coach and minibuses, planning pick-ups from 

Stansted/Heathrow/ Gatwick/Eurostar plus all the return journeys  and 

programme transfers from a. to b.   And we must not forget to thank all the 

drivers and escorts who spent a lot of time on these journeys. 

One would think that the food aspect would be easy to plan with our programme set 

but one never knows what the in food is, or the unexpected dietary requests will be. 

(Thanks go particularly to Jackie Chambers for organising the packed lunches/2 

evening meals for the youth teams/Farewell party fare, and to her helpers.  We 

must not forget Dick’s unexpected homemade chilli – great!   And Ken and Dick 

covered the breakfasts with eggs and bacon on the Monday. 

The programme may have been somewhat daunting with a theme “Conservation and 

the Environment”, particularly to the youngsters.  However the visit to Wakehurst 

and the Seed Bank on Friday proved most enjoyable and interesting.  The theme was 

continued on Saturday when their visit to London started at the Science Museum to 

see the section on pollution, before heading for a free afternoon in the West End 

which is always a success.   Unfortunately Paola (Mindelheim) was taken ill on the way 

back to E.G. and decided to test our NHS emergency treatment.  The ambulance 

arrived within 20 minutes, she was taken to the East Surrey, checked all over, 

treated, and sent home at 12.30 a.m.  She was fine the next morning when we all met 

for the planting of 6 fruit trees in the Community Garden in Windmill Lane.  A plaque 

will be placed there noting the celebration of the 50th anniversary with Bourg-de-

Peage. 

For those of you who attended the lunch on Sunday and were fed up with the delay, in 

case you were not aware the reason was that we had ordered 9 tables for 10 people 

and they had put out and laid 9 tables for 8 people.  Unfortunately this messed up 

the table plan and seating! 

There are, of course, many people I have missed out in the above, but all offers of 

help were gratefully received and we thank all those who contributed when asked, or 

volunteered without being asked,  to making the whole weekend a success.  KEN 


